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the stimulus to general trade, the revenue will suffer
but little, and after a year or two not at all, by the abolition
pure and simple of the line; and the measure will be the
most easy and most natural step to the ultimate equalisation
of the tax throughout India/'

Though no official objection was made to the measure
which was passed by the Government of India on the 21st
of April, 1874, and though Lord Hobart was most fully
alive to the very great consideration with which his argu-
ments were weighed by the Viceroy in the public and
private correspondence, the following extract of January 1,
1874, explains his private view of the matter in reference
to a concession which it was supposed he had made. He
said:

"Now the very most that I ever thought we ought
to agree to was a general increase of 3 annas a maund; but
this was only on the understanding that you were going
to make a very considerable reduction in the salt tax in
Upper India. I thought this Presidency might make the
sacrifice for the general good.

" When, however, this reduction was no longer proposed,
my concession was ipso facto withdrawn. There was no
longer the same reason for it; except on the condition
which I have mentioned, and which was afterwards with-
held, I have never from first to last agreed to any increase
of salt tax in the Presidency/'

The last extract, from a private letter to Lord North-
brook, is dated March 3, 1874:

(t We must do as you wish about salt, but I confess I
should have been glad if your measures, however important,
could have been effected without increasing, even to this
very partial extent, the cost of life to our poorer population.